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REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
MONDAY, FEBRURY 12, 2007 6:00 P.M. 
CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

405 PASEO DE OÑATE, ESPAÑOLA, NM 
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:11 p.m. with the following members present: 
 
Mayor:   Joseph M. Maestas (absent) 
Mayor Pro Tem: Alice D. Lucero 
Councilors:  Helen Kain-Salazar (absent) 
   Dennis Tim Salazar 
   Rosario “Chayo” Garcia 
   Alfred J. Herrera 
   Eddie Maestas 
   Danielle Duran 
   Cecilia Lujan 
 
City Manager:  Gustavo “Gus” Cordova 
 
City Clerk’s Office: Veronica Martinez 
   Lucas Gauthier 
 
City Attorney:  Angela “Spence” Pacheco 
 
 
Staff:   Susan Trujillo 
   Josie Lujan 
   Cyrus Samii 
   Ivan Guillen 
   Leroy Garcia 
   John Kitchen 
   Dolores Garcia 
   Theresa Martinez 
   Aaron Mangum 
   Ron Padilla 
    
 
Mayor Pro Tem Lucero led pledge, and Councilor Lujan led the invocation. 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Lucero presented the agenda for approval: 
 

CALL TO ORDER, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE, AND INVOCATION 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
PROCLAMATIONS AND AWARDS OF MERIT 

1. Proclamation in Honor of Monica Lovato [Mayor Pro Tem Lucero] 
2. Lifesaving Awards [Chief Kitchen] 
3. Employee of the Month [Mayor Pro Tem Lucero] 
4. Employee of the Year [Mayor Pro Tem Lucero] 

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS  
 
COUNCILOR COMMENTS 

5. Introduction of the Greater Española Valley Community Development Corporation 
[Councilor Durán] 

A.* Notification of Legislative Activities [Mayor Pro Tem Lucero] 
 
MATTERS FROM THE MAYOR 

6. Appointment of Library Board [Mayor Pro Tem Lucero]  
7. Appointment of Fiesta Council [Mayor Pro Tem Lucero] 
8. Appointment of RDC Member [Mayor Pro Tem Lucero] 
B.* State Appropriation Request for the Fiesta Council [Mayor Pro Tem Lucero] 
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C.* 

 
MATTERS FROM THE CITY MANAGER 

9. Legislation Update [Gus Cordova] 
 

MATTERS FROM THE CITY ATTORNEY 
10. Statement of Closed Meeting February 5, 2007 [Angela Pacheco] 

 

ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION OF APPROVAL  
11. Request by the Ziegler family to serve alcohol at the Misión Museum on March 4, 

2007 [Leroy Garcia] 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 

12. Ordinance 2007-01 – Annexation of property located at 1413 Tesuque Drive, 
Española, NM requested by Ms. Shannon Maestas [Russell Naranjo] 

13. Appeal of decision by Planning and Zoning Commission by Mr. Luis Velador for 
placement of a mobile home at 1013 Calle Morena [Russell Naranjo] 

 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

14. January 8, 2007 [Mayor Pro Tem Lucero] 
15. January 16, 2007 [Mayor Pro Tem Lucero] 

 
ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION  

16. Draft of Revised Personnel Policy [Angela Pacheco] 
 

RESOLUTIONS 
17. Resolution 2007-08 – A Resolution in Support of Statewide Legislation to Eliminate 

Smoking in Workplaces [Councilor Garcia] 
18. Resolution 2007-09 – A Resolution Urging the Legislature to Pass the Health 

Security Act [Councilor Herrera] 
19. Resolution 2007-10 – A Resolution Amending the Terms of a Loan Between the City 

of Española and NMFA, as adopted by Ordinance 2006-10 [Chris Muirhead] 
20. Resolution 2007-11 – A Resolution Clarifying the City of Española’s Position on 

Various Transportation Issues [Mayor Maestas] 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 

21.  Public Works – [Mayor Pro Tem Lucero] 
22.  Community Development [Councilor Durán] 
23.  Public Safety [Councilor Salazar] 
24.  Public Housing Update [Councilor Maestas] 
 

          
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
* Items A, B and C were added or amended after initial publication of the agenda on the city website.  
Amendments were made on February 9, 2007. 
 
Councilor Garcia asked to move item 11 to follow item 5; Councilor Duran stated that since 
no members of the Greater Española Valley Community Development Corporation were 
present, asked to strike item 5. Councilor Herrera asked to remove item 18, Resolution 2007-
09 A Resolution Urging the Legislature to Pass the Health Security Act. 
  

Councilor Garcia made a motion to approve the agenda as amended, seconded by 
Councilor Maestas and Councilor Lujan.  Motion passed 6/0. 
 

PROCLAMATIONS, AWARDS OF MERIT 
 

Proclamation in Honor of Monica Lovato 
 
Councilor Duran read the Proclamation into the record. 
 
Monica thanked the council for their recognition.  She expressed thanks for all of the 
community support.  She stated that she accepted the proclamation in honor in those who 
choose to make a difference in the community, those who prove to the world that we are a 
small town that loves each other and supports each other.   
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Lifesaving Awards 
 
Councilor Salazar read the awards to Firefighters Mangum and Martinez, Mayor Pro Tem 
Lucero and Veronica Martinez presented plaques to each of them; Mayor Pro Tem Lucero 
and Chief awarded each medals. 
 
Ms. Martinez expressed her thanks to Lt. Ron Padilla for bringing them to the point that they 
were as firefighters. 
 

Employee of the Month 
 
City Clerk Veronica Martinez and Mayor Pro Tem Lucero presented the Employee of the 
Month Award to Receptionist Dolores Garcia.   Ms. Martinez spoke about Ms. Garcia’s hard 
work and dedication as well as her willingness to help that had made her deserving of the 
award. 
 

Employee of the Year 
 
Leroy Garcia was awarded the Employee of the Year Award.  Gus read the proclamation of 
award into record.  Mr. Garcia expressed his thanks to all city workers, including those from 
parks and general services, stating that he was always impressed with the willingness of all 
employees to help out when needed.  He also thanked Mr. Guillen for allowing him the 
flexibility to creatively do the work he does.   
 
Request by the Ziegler family to serve alcohol at the Misión Museum on March 4, 2007  
 
Leroy Garcia made this request on behalf of the Zieglers.  Mrs. Ziegler was present, as were 
Julie Ziegler and Dustin Chavez. Mr. Garcia outlined the events to be taking place at the 
Misión on March 4; he requested permission that alcohol be served from 2:00 p.m. to 6:00 
p.m. during the tribute to Dr. Ziegler.  Mrs. Ziegler extended an invitation to the Mayor, 
Council, former Council members and the public to attend the event in honor of Dr. Ziegler, 
who was a member of the Española City Council for 18 years.   
 

Councilor Maestas made a motion to approve the request to serve alcohol in the Misión 
on March 4, 2007, seconded by Councilor Lujan.  For the record, it was noted that 
Dustin Chavez would be providing the liquor license and serving.  Motion passed 6/0. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
A member of the public (name not stated), stood regarding Pacheco Lane issues.  She stated 
that she did not know whom to go to get it fixed.  She reported that she had spoken to Leroy 
Archuleta and that he informed her that the city is not responsible.  She asked who was 
responsible, and whom she could talk to.  Mayor Pro Tem Lucero stated that it is a privately 
owned road, owned by the residents. The citizen stated that maintenance was done by Rio 
Arriba County previously and that they were annexed in 1986.  Mayor Pro Tem Lucero 
stated that the road must be dedicated to the city, and thought that Santa Fe County, not Rio 
Arriba County, previously maintained it.  Mayor Pro Tem Lucero suggested that the Planning 
Department could give direction.  The citizen also had an issue on behalf of her mother. Her 
mother had received a letter from Code Enforcement regarding the need to cut her weeds and 
about removing an old car in her yard, and if she didn’t, she would be fined.  She stated that 
her mother had to hire someone to do it, and since other neighbors have same problem, was 
concerned that her mother was the only one who did it. Mayor Pro Tem Lucero stated that 
Mr. Samii would follow up on it.  
 
Clarissa Duran spoke and asked the Governing Body to consider rather than appointing a 
Library Board, in light of past difficulty, that Councilor Duran, Ida Martinez and herself meet 
with them first to determine whether they have a cohesive group to move forward with hiring 
a new library director and upgrading the library. She stated that personally she felt she didn’t 
know the people or whether they would work well with them, and she felt it was important 
that they share a common vision for the library. 
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Sandra Gonzales from the liquor association stated that they were supposed to be notified 
after the 45-day period that ends on the 14th of February of the status of the No Smoking 
Ordinance.  City Clerk Veronica Martinez informed her that the period had not yet ended, 
and that when it did, Code Enforcement would be preparing a report for the Council and that 
the Liquor Association would receive a copy. 
 

COUNCILOR COMMENTS 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Lucero asked the City Manager to make report on Legislative Activities.  
Mr. Cordova introduced Byron Paez, the lobbyist for the City of Española.  He reported that 
Mr. Bryon was currently working on several issues; one was the gaming sharing revenues, 
and that he was also asked to represent the City on its #1 initiative of the GRT shares for 
local governments affected by LANL.  A third issue was the surface water funding project.  
Mr. Paez introduced himself and gave a brief history 
 
Mr. Cordova assured the council that they would be kept apprised as soon as possible of 
hearings/meetings via email. 
 

MATTERS FROM THE MAYOR 
 

Appointment of Library Board  
 
Mayor Pro Tem Lucero asked the Council what they would like to do in light of Clarissa 
Duran’s comments.  Councilor Garcia stated that she would propose the listed members be 
appointed.   
 

Councilor Garcia moved to approve the library board as nominated by Mayor Maestas.  
Mayor Pro Tem Lucero read the members: B. Michael Miller, Lee Moquino, Maria 
Garcia, Helen Marie Zachritz, Mary Agnes Gallegos, Mable Amador, and Olivama 
Martinez. Councilor Lujan seconded the motion. 
 
Under discussion, Councilor Duran stated that she believed this motion was tabled at the last 
meeting and stated she would like to hear from them. Only Olivama Martinez and Maria 
Garcia were present.  Ms. Garcia stated that she was asked by a colleague to participate on 
the board; she is a user of the library, an avid reader, and believed she would add fresh new 
ideas to library.  Mrs. Martinez stated that she was a former board member and a certified.  
She stated that she doesn’t know any of the people on the list, and thought their board was 
very good before but was disappointed in the lack of response from the city of their concerns.  
She asked if there was a library director. Mr. Guillen addressed the council, reporting that 
they were currently searching for a new director, but until then, he’s helping with the library.  
He stated that most library employees have been there a long time and know how to run the 
library in the interim.  Mrs. Martinez also recommended that the new board members be 
supplied with the by-laws so they can be aware of what the library is all about.  Mr. Guillen 
stated “Indubitably!”  Councilor Lujan spoke about Mary Agnes Gallegos, stating that she 
was a retired educator, including principal and Mable Amador was a writer and artist.  She 
stated that B. Michael Miller worked for the state library, the Los Alamos library, and retired 
from the state records center and that he had lots of experience, and was also a historian and 
writer.   Councilor Salazar suggested having that each board have contact info for all of 
council.  Councilor Duran commented that when she asked the members come to this 
meeting, the Mayor had also requested resumes.  She thought that it was bad practice to be 
making decisions without knowing what they were voting on.  She stated that she would be 
voting against those who did not attend this meeting.   
 
Motion to approve the new and current as presented.  Motion passed 6/0. 
 

COUNCILOR COMMENTS, CONT’D 
 
Councilor Herrera asked for a councilor comment.  He advised the council and public that as 
the Regional Transit District representative for the city, he reported that he attended a 
meeting Friday and that the director of the RTD would be sending a letter to regarding 
building a facility in Rio Arriba County.  He reported that there would be more discussion 
about where it will be built.   
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Councilor Salazar stated that the Lifesaving Award was very historical for the City and was 
proud to have this professional level of Fire Departments in Española, and for them to keep 
up the good work.   
 
Councilor Garcia announced April 28 was spring clean up day and volunteers were needed 
and would meet at the Convento. 
 

Appointment of Fiesta Council 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Lucero presented the proposed members: 
 
Chair:  Tom Velarde 
Vice Chair:  Sam Delgado 
Treasurer:  Javier Sanchez 
Secretary:  Shaya Lopez 
 
Members:  Erica Salazar  

Gene Garcia  
Jerry Lopez 
Jeanette Mares  
Paula Johnson  
Dennis Gallegos 
Brian Martinez 
Barbara Richie 
Maria Tarazon 
Joe Salazar 

 
Those present stood to be recognized.   
 

Councilor Salazar made a motion to approve the members as nominated, seconded by 
Councilor Maestas.  
 
Under discussion, Councilor Salazar asked about financial concerns, and thought because of 
that there was supposed to be two co-treasurers. He asked if there was a member that would 
like to serve as co-treasurer.  Mr. Joe Salazar volunteered and was named co-treasurer. 
 
Mr. Velarde stated his concerned about the time-line given in which to put on a quality event 
– it could fail if not given good timing plan – he stated that he would need 60 days to put 
financing together, then additional time to plan.  He stated that he was not comfortable doing 
it as it had been done in the past because it puts the chair and council under constraints to 
produce a quality product.  He stated that the Fiestas should include the entire community 
and outlying communities, maybe looking to the 2008 Fiestas and working on a long-range 
plan for the future.  He was concerned that with this timing, they were already progressing 
down same road as in the past.  Mayor Pro Tem Lucero stated that she felt the Fiestas needed 
new leadership and direction and hoped that the new council would continue for many years.  
She assured the Council would help with direction.  Mr. Velarde stated that he would like to 
allow this new council to meet to formulate plans and strategy and see if it fits into the City’s 
plans.  He stated that he would work to develop a budget and plans for the future and will 
discover if it can work for this year.   
 
Councilor Lujan commented that fundraising is important and that’s why some of the 
members were chosen.  Councilor Maestas asked for comments from appointees.  Mr. 
Delgado stated he was involved in the 400-year celebration and is in agreement with Mr. 
Velarde that ongoing organization and to make priorities to promote the history and culture – 
it is being promoted less.  He stated he wanted to see the planned direction at the first 
meeting because the historical part is important to him.  Mr. Salazar stated that it would be 
his first time and would bring an emphasis on bringing funding to make this happen by 
contacting the community and businesses, as well as corporations.  Maria Tarazon stated that 
she worked with the Fiesta Council part of last year and that she had seven years experience 
of fundraising for non-profits.  She stated that she would like to re-build bridges and mend 
gaps that were created in the last two years.  She also agrees that looking long term is the 
goal and looks forward to building the Fiestas over time.   
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Motion passed 6/0. 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Lucero announced that there was a state appropriation request for the fiesta 
council being introduced by Representative Rodella.  She stated that the Fiesta Council Chair 
should be notified and asked to attend.   
 

Appointment of RDC Member  
 

Mayor Pro Tem Lucero announced the Mayor recommendation for appointment to the RDC 
Board was Ken Suazo as nominated by Councilor Lujan. 
 

Councilor Lujan moved to approve the appointment, seconded by Councilor Garcia 
and Councilor Maestas.  Motion passed 6/0. 
 

MATTERS FROM THE CITY ATTORNEY 
 

Statement of Closed Meeting 
 
Angela Pacheco, City Attorney stated that a closed meeting was held on February 5, 2007, to 
discuss matters regarding water litigation pursuant to the Open Meetings Act, and that no 
action was taken in Closed Session. 

 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 

Ordinance 2007-01 – Annexation of property located at 1413 Tesuque Drive, Española, 
NM requested by Ms. Shannon Maestas  
 

Mayor Pro Tem Lucero stated that the applicants were not present and recommended the 
items be tabled to the next meeting.   
 

Councilor Duran moved to table to next meeting, seconded by Councilor Garcia.  
Motion passed 6/0. 
 

Appeal of decision by Planning and Zoning Commission by Mr. Luis Velador for 
placement of a mobile home at 1013 Calle Morena 
 
 Staff recommended the item be tabled to next meeting.  Councilor Maestas yielded floor to 
Mr. Martinez who began discussing he issue.  Angela Pacheco, City Attorney called point of 
order, notifying the Council that they cannot hear testimony outside of a formal public 
hearing.   
 

Councilor Garcia made a motion to table this item, seconded by Councilor Maestas. 
Motion passed 6/0. 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Lucero presented the minutes of January 8, 2007 for approval. 

 
Councilor Herrera moved to approve the minutes of January 8, 2007, seconded by 
Councilor Lujan.  Motion passed 6/0. 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Lucero presented the minutes of January 16, 2007 with page 4 corrections.   
 

Councilor Duran moved to approve minutes for discussion purposes, seconded by 
Councilor Herrera.   
 
Councilor Duran asked for an amendment to strike language.  She asked for a motion to 
amend the portion of the minutes that read, “do not believe in the Mayor”; after some 
discussion, the clerk denied the request stating that she could not strike language that was 
stated in a meeting at a councilor’s request.  Mayor Pro Tem Lucero stated that there was 
enough in question to recommend tabling the item and to meet with legal council. 
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Councilor Garcia motion to table, seconded by Councilor Herrera.  Motion passed 6/0. 
 

ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION 
 

Draft of Revised Personnel Policy  
 
City Attorney Angela Pacheco stated that she kept her promise to provide draft copy of the 
personnel policy.  She provided it to them and asked them to read and revise areas they felt 
might need clarification and return to her by February 21.  She also asked for volunteers from 
council members to go over the policy on Saturday, February 24.  She stated that she thought 
this could help to convince the insurance agent that we are on the right track and possibly 
lower our insurance rates.  Councilor Herrera asked about the process used to evaluate the 
policy.  Ms. Pacheco stated that copies would be circulated to department heads and staff and 
all comments and ideas would be considered.  She stated that the committee that worked on 
the policy to initially develop it consisted of Josie Lujan, herself, Veronica Martinez, Joaquin 
Maestas, David Valdez, and recently Felicia Lujan.  .   
 

ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION OF APPROVAL 
 

Resolution 2007-08 A Resolution in Support of Statewide Legislation to Eliminate 
Smoking in Workplaces 
 
This resolution sponsored by Councilor Garcia was in support of the statewide legislation to 
eliminate smoking in workplaces.  Cynthia Serna present to address the council and let them 
know that this legislation had been introduced as HB283 by Al Park and Gayle Casey and 21 
other state representatives. She explained that it carried provisions exempting cigar bars with 
certain criteria, casinos, or employment places with fewer than 2 employees.  She reported 
that it had passed its third committee and would go to house floor next.  Councilor Garcia 
read the resolution into the record. 
 

Motion to approve Resolution 2007-08 was made by Councilor Duran, seconded by 
Councilor Salazar.  Motion passed 6/0.  
 

Resolution 2007-10 – A Resolution Amending the Terms of a Loan Between the City of 
Española and NMFA, as adopted by Ordinance 2006-10  
 

Chris Muirhead of Modrall Sperling was present to present this item.  He handed out the final 
debt schedule for the loan terms and explained that this is the refunding of the 1999 Bond, 
adopted by Ordinance 2006-10 and explained that the purpose of the Resolution was to 
approve the final terms of the loan. The resolution sets the final amount and interest rate for 
the loan, and shows how funds are broken down and how the refund will be refinanced to 
fund some projects with “new” funds.  He explained the sources and uses of the funds.  He 
pointed out that the savings will be about $700,000 over the life of the loan.   
 
Councilor Herrera asked about the City’s ability to use the money created by the refinancing; 
he asked if the city was able to secure additional revenue to match funds for things such as 
the DOT projects, and how that actually works out. He asked if anything needed to be done 
to obtain the money.  Mr. Muirhead explained that there were two “pools” of money; the 
$700,000 value savings in the debt service schedule over the life of the loan was one.  The 
second was computed within the project fund; upon closing, $5.5 million would be taken out 
of the money from the Bank of Albuquerque to pay off the 1999 bonds.  The balance would 
be approximately $1.2 million; the city will have to request it as needed.  He stated that if it 
were not needed within six months, there may be federal tax issues, and we would need to 
talk at that point.  He stated that Leo Valdez’ intent was to draw the money soon after closure 
for current projects.  Councilor Duran asked which member of staff Mr. Muirhead was 
working with to ensure the dates were met.  Mr. Muirhead stated that he had been working 
with Angela Pacheco, Veronica Martinez, Josie Lujan and Chris Rainwater.  He stated that 
he would also be working with Gus now.  He stated that NMFA has full accounting staff and 
financial consultants to help the city as needed. 
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Motion to approve Resolution 2007-10 was made by Councilor Herrera; seconded by 
Councilor Lujan.  Motion passed 6/0. 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Public Utilities:  Mayor Pro Tem Lucero reported that Steve Jetter had given a report on the 
superfund site and would come again in about 8 months.  She reported that the blending of 
Wells 4 & 7 was discussed, a solution that would bring both wells back on line.  She stated 
that Wells 2 & 3 blending was discussed, and the cost had started out at $11 million but was 
now just over $3 million with the new alternatives for treatment of the contaminants. She 
stated that the committee was in the process of getting that plan implemented.   
 
Community Development: Councilor Durán reported that at the last meeting Sam Millington 
had presented a proposal to use land across from PNM and it was given a do-pass for 
consideration.  Since then, Mr. Millington had decided that he would move forward with the 
college site because they could give the land sooner than the city.  She announced the next 
meeting would be the 22nd. 
  
Public Safety:  Reported that the next meeting would be February 22. 
  
Public Housing: No report. 
 

Motion to adjourn was made by Councilor Lujan, seconded by Councilor Maestas; 
Motion passed 6/0. 
 
Adjourned at 8:17 p.m. 
 

Electronic copy – signatures on file. 


